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PRAYER
Vow of Nonviolence

As we look to the New Year with all of its uncertainty and all of its promise, let us pledge, anew, to follow the nonviolent Jesus:

Recognizing the violence in my own heart, yet trusting in the goodness and mercy of God, I vow for one year to practice the nonviolence of Jesus who taught us in the Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the sons and daughters of God. Love your enemies that you may be sons and daughters of your Creator in heaven ..." 
Before God the Creator and the Sanctifying Spirit, I vow to carry out in my life the love and example of Jesus --
· by striving for peace within myself and seeking to be a peacemaker in my daily life;

· by accepting suffering in the struggle for justice and peace rather than inflicting it;

· by refusing to retaliate in the face of provocation and violence;

· by persevering in nonviolence of tongue and heart;

· by living conscientiously and simply so that I do not deprive others of the means to live;

· by actively resisting evil and working nonviolently to abolish war and the causes of war from my own heart and from the face of the earth.

God, I trust in your sustaining love and believe that just as You gave me the grace and desire to offer this, so You will also bestow abundant grace to fulfill it. Amen.
To order copies of Pax Christi USA’s Vow of Nonviolence
sales@paxchristiusa.org; 814-520-6245

Related article:
A new year of nonviolence by John Dear, SJ (National Catholic Reporter)
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

[image: image2.jpg]



“We must rapidly begin the shift from a "thing-oriented" society to a "person-oriented" society. When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered.” 

- Martin Luther King Jr.
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COST OF THE WAR 

As January 10, 2012
  

IRAQ
· Total Number of U.S. soldiers killed:                                   4,484 

· Deaths – State of Florida:                                                         196
· Financial Cost to U.S. Taxpayers:                    $800,103,000,000+ 

· Cost of Iraq War to Taxpayers in FL               $  37, 900,000,000+  

  AFGHANISTAN
· Total Number of U.S. soldiers killed:                                   1,873
· Deaths – State of Florida:



          122          

· Financial Cost to U.S. Taxpayers:                    $490,500,000,000+ 

· Cost of Afghan War to Taxpayers in FL           $ 23,200,000,000+                      

Source:  National Priorities Project and iCasualties.org. 
Related Resources
· Next Year’s Wars: Ten Conflicts to Watch in 2012  by Louise Arbour of Foreign Policy 
· No More of the Same in Pentagon Spending by Peter Lems and Mary Zerkel (AFSC)
· Create Widespread Revulsion Against War   (5:24) – video presentation by Kathy Kelly of Voices for Creative Nonviolence
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PAX CHRISTI FLORIDA

A Message from PCF Coordinator:

Dear Pax Christi Florida Members and Friends, 

I would like to wish you a blessed New Year -- may it be filled with an abiding hope of peace on earth and with earth. You probably have noticed our new logo and "look" on the PCF website, thanks to Florida Pax Christi Council member Jim Rucquoi and his artistic/graphic/technological talents. He has even supplied us with our first YouTube videos, which contain the highlights of our Fall Assembly 2011. Be sure to view them on our website. 

You will, in the next few week, be receiving in the mail two brochures: one is the registration brochure for our next Pax Christi Florida Retreat, Come Restore Your Inner Peace and Awaken to the Earth as Sacrament, to be held at DaySpring Conference Center in Parrish, FL on the weekend of April 14 & 15, 2012 (Notice this a NEW date!). Sr. Paula Gonzalea, PhD, will be our presenter. 

The other brochure is our new Pax Christi Florida Membership Brochure. Due to difficult economic times, we are no longer receiving funds from Pax Christi USA, and so we are instituting membership dues for Pax Christi Florida in order to continue our work and maintain our two gatherings per year: the Statewide Assembly in the fall and the Statewide Retreat in the spring. With your membership, you will now receive a 10% discount when registering for each of these two events, along with other benefits listed in the brochure. 

We hope you will pray and act upon becoming a member of Pax Christi Florida by mailing in your membership form and dues at the beginning of this new year. Of course, if you are in financial difficulties right now, you can make a donation that fits within your means (every dollar makes a difference) and send it with the membership form containing your contact information so we can update our records and keep you on our membership mailing list. 

May the New Year be filled with light and hope and bring you peace. 
God Bless, 

Nancy O'Byrne, Pax Christi Florida Coordinator
obyrnen@bellsouth.net  

Prayer Requests:
Your prayerful support is requested for the following Pax Christi Florida members and friends as they deal with serious illnesses:
· Mary Lea Zamora, Jacksonville, FL
· Aaron McDonald, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

· Delena Stephens-Bowen, Jacksonville, FL
· Charlie Grunkemeyer, Sarasota, FL
· Ora Turner-Burrell – West Rutland, VT
· Richard Morgan – Palm Beach Gardens, Florida
If you know of someone in need of prayers of our peace community, please feel free to send their name to phyllisjepson@earthlink.net for inclusion in our Feb/2012 e-newsletter. 

Florida and Georgia Peacemakers Gather
for Alternative New Year’s Celebration
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About 25 peacemakers from Florida and Georgia gathered at Crooked River State Park in St. Marys, GA, to reflect on the year ending and to greet the New Year beginning. We come together each year to have a presence at the gates of the Kings Bay Trident Base and to stand up for an end to nuclear weapons in the world. We handed out about 50 flyers as the base workers came off the base on Friday afternoon. We then went back to our cabins and shared a meal and then shared our personal reflections for the year. On New Years Eve we had a prayer/reflection time with songs, poems, etc. and then returned to the gates of the base that evening for a candlelight circle of hope for the future -- a future without nuclear weapons -- a New Year of peace on earth and with the earth. We left on New Year's Day with renewed inspiration to continue working for peace and justice in our own unique ways.
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PAX CHRISTI USA
Pax Christi USA’s Dec/2011 – Jan/2012 E-Newsletter

The latest edition of Pax Christi USA's newsletter, The Peace Current, is now online. Stories in this issue include: letter to members from our new Executive Director article on the Vatican statement on economics article on Occupy Wall Street and Catholic social teaching updates from around the nation a reflection for New Year's Day and [...]

Read more of this post
A letter to PCUSA members on the resignation of Bishop Zavala
Dear Pax Christi USA members, partners and friends,

It is with great sadness that we write to you today about the resignation of Bishop Gabino Zavala. Pax Christi USA learned of Bishop Zavala’s resignation yesterday. In a letter addressed to Catholics in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles (where Bishop Zavala was an auxiliary bishop), Archbishop Jose Gomez stated that Bishop Zavala’s letter of resignation was accepted by the Vatican after he had disclosed that he is “the father of two minor teenage children who live with their mother in another state.”

Bishop Zavala had served as bishop-president of Pax Christi USA for the past 9 years and had been a bishop member for many years prior to his time in leadership. We are grateful for his past leadership and for his long-time witness to peace and justice as a member of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Bishop Zavala consistently brought the power of the gospel to bear on issues like immigration, worker rights, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and nuclear disarmament.

This past year saw the completion of Bishop Zavala’s third term as bishop-president of Pax Christi USA. The search for his replacement was already underway and will continue. We hope to announce the selection of a new bishop-president in the coming weeks.

During this time of personal hardship, we offer our prayers for Bishop Zavala, his family, and all those affected by this news. We pray that the privacy of all those impacted will be respected and that all will experience God’s mercy and compassion during this difficult time.

In peace,

Sr. Josie Chrosniak, HM
National Council Chair of Pax Christi USA
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PAX CHRISTI INTERNATIONAL

PCI Newsletter
Every month Pax Christi International issues a Newsletter, available in English, French and Spanish. This Newsletter contains updates on the activities of the PCI, Member Organisations, and coalitions. The Newsletter contains links to relevant websites, publications as well as a detailed calendar of events.  For Pax Christi International’s latest newsletter, click here.
Pax Christi International: UN Delegation Report, Fall 2011

by Madeline Labriola, Head UN Delegate for Pax Christi International
On November 1, 2011 a luncheon was held for the members of Pax Christi International’s UN delegation. All 5 delegates were present to participate in the discussion of goals and objectives for the coming year. They were Madleine Labriola, Elizabeth Begley, Mary McDonald, Cheryl Morrissey and Patrick Ryan.  Each delegate had an opportunity to describe the work they have been doing at the UN in the past year. To read a summary of their reports, click here.
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STUDY RESOURCES

Haiti Earthquake Two-Year Anniversary

 by Catholic Relief Services

As we mark the beginning of a new year, we pause to remember our brothers and sisters in Haiti as we approach the two-year commemoration of the earthquake. On January 12, 2010 lives were changed forever and two years later, although many severe obstacles remain, countless testimonies to faith and perseverance abound throughout Haiti.  
To read this special report from Catholic Relief Services, click here.
The rise of the 99 percent

by Joshua McElwee
Long before it was a rallying cry, Catholic social justice groups were pointing fingers at the 1 percent.
In fact, just last May, the Washington, D.C.-based Catholic lobbying group NETWORK launched a new “Mind the Gap” program to address the growing wealth disparity in the United States.
Coupled with a congressional petition, a 90-minute educational workshop, and endorsements of dozens of partner organizations, the program was designed to call attention to the fact that the wealthiest 1 percent of the country’s population owns more than the bottom 90 percent combined.
No one at the group foresaw that just four months later a similar statistic would become first the calling card of protesters camped out in New York’s Zuccotti Park, and then of dozens of protests aligned with the Occupy Wall Street movement in cities across the country.

To read the rest of this article from the National Catholic Reporter, click here.
NOTE:  Pax Christi Florida was blessed to have Jean Sammon of NETWORK as the facilitator of their Statewide Assembly held in October, 2011, and thanks to PCF Council Member, Jim Rucquoi, you can view samplings of the weekend via YouTube – links are found on PCF’s Web site, click here.
A silver anniversary message for the economy

by Tony Magliano , Catholic News Service

Twenty-five years ago, 33 million Americans — including one out of every four children — were poor. About 7 percent of workers were unemployed. And approximately 28 percent of the nation’s wealth was held by the richest 2 percent of the population. In response to those economic ills, the U.S. bishops unveiled one of the most insightful, challenging and controversial documents ever written by the leaders of the Catholic Church in the United States. Their pastoral letter, titled “Economic Justice for All: Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy,” prescribed justice for a sick economy. Unfortunately, the federal government and the corporate world largely refused to take its medicine. And consequently, the patient — the economy — is now in serious condition.   To read more, click here.
Related Article:  
· The Vatican’s Breathtakingly Good Statement on Economics
by Professor Steve Schneck, CACG Board Member
· To read the full context of the Vatican’s statement, click here.
FLORIDA FACTS:  2.7 million people in the state now live below the federal poverty level, according to a report released by the Florida Center for Fiscal and Economic Policy, a Tallahassee-based independent research organization. That number reflects an increase of 550,000 since 2007. Of that 2.7 million, 850,000 are children. Of that 2.7 million, 1.2 million live in deep poverty. That's an increase of 270,000 people who are subsisting on household incomes that are half or less than half of the 2009 federal poverty level - which is $10,956 for an individual and $44,366 for nine or more people.  Then there are those who aren't officially poor but are barely squeaking by: Of the state's 7 million households, 27 percent have incomes of $25,000 or less, according to the center.  To view the full report issued, click here.
FAITH IN ACTION
Oppose Florida’s Death Penalty

Execution Scheduled for Feb. 15, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
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TAKE ACTION!  On Feb. 15, PCF members and friends are urged to organize prayer vigils around the state to pray for Robert B. Waterhouse who will be executed by the people of the State of Florida at 6:00 p.m. and for his family; for the victim of his horrific crime, Deborah Kammerer and her family; and for an end to the use of the death penalty in Florida and around the nation.  
NOTE: Resources are available on PCF’s website, click here and scroll down to “Resources on Death Penalty.” Please email information about your vigil to phyllisjepson@earthlink.net so we can list it on PCF’s Web site.  Thank you!
FLORIDA FACTS:

Death Row population statistics - Florida Department of Corrections 
	Total White Males 
	236

	Total Black Males 
	142

	Total Other Males 
	13

	Total White Females 
	1

	Total Black Females 
	1

	Total Other Females 
	2
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	390


Florida Death Penalty Abolition Bill Needs You!

To learn more about this bill and what you can do, go to the Floridians Against the Death Penalty Web site by click here.
Martin Sheen supports CIW’s Campaign for Fair Food
"Frankly it is both surprising and deeply disappointing that Trader Joe's has yet to make a binding commitment to support the CIW's Fair Food Program"... 
To read full article and to learn how you can support the Coalition of Immokalee’s Campaign for Fair Food, go to CIW’s Web site by clicking here.

Breaking News: Immigration
The Obama administration has proposed a new process allowing spouses and children of US citizens to file for visas while remaining in the country — ending one of the most heartbreaking practices on our books.
To learn more about this proposal and to sign the pledge to make 2012 the Year for Immigrant Families (found at the end of the article), go to the Reform Immigration for America’s Web site, click here.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

January 8-14:

National Migration Week 2012
January 11

National Day of Action to Close Guantanamo (Sign petition)
January 11

National Human Trafficking Awareness Day
January 16:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
January 28-29:
Pax Christi Florida Council Meeting, St. Augustine – if you have any items to bring to the council’s attention, please email PCF’s Coordinator, Nancy O’Byrne at obyrnen@bellsouth.net 
April 14 – 15:

Pax Christi Florida’s Annual Retreat, DaySpring, Parrish, FL
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LIVING SIMPLY, GREEN, 
AND SUSTAINABLY

Use Sustainable Packaging for Veggies
Sign Petition Urging Publix to Stop Use of Styrofoam

Publix supermarkets continue to package numerous vegetables and fruits in Styrofoam tray packaging. As the largest supermarket chain in Florida, this creates a large amount of non-recyclable trash. Please join me in urging Publix to switch to recyclable and sustainable packaging for all of its produce.

Please consider signing the petition to Publix Supermarkets CEO Ed Crenshaw, CEO, which says:

"As loyal Publix customers, we urge you to discontinue the use of all Styrofoam packaging--especially the Styrofoam trays still used by Publix in packaging vegetables--and switch to sustainable, or at a minimum, recyclable packaging. We recognize the positive measures Publix has taken to date to help protect the environment and urge you to take this important additional step."

TAKE ACTION:  Sign petition, click here:
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Pax Christi Florida
http://paxchristiflorida.org 
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Please feel free to share this posting widely – anyone wanting to join PCF’s PSA Network should email Phyllis Jepson at phyllisjepson@earthlink.net.  Please be sure to put “Join PSA Network” in the “Subject” line and include your name, mailing address, phone number and email address in the body of the email - your information will NOT be shared.

Also, contact Phyllis Jepson if you would like to have your email address removed from PCF’s E-network.  Be sure to include “Remove from PSA Network” in the “Subject” line.
Comments related to this e-newsletter should be directed to Pax Christi Florida’s Prayer-Study-Action E-Newsletter coordinator, Phyllis Jepson, at phyllisjepson@earthlink.net. Thank you!
Donations to support the work of Pax Christi Florida
should be made payable and mailed to:
 

Pax Christi Florida
Mercy-on-the-Manatee

505 Palm Avenue

Ellenton, FL 34222

 
To Contact PCF’s Coordinator: 
Nancy O’Byrne

obyrnen@bellsouth.net
 904-461-9216
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