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Pax Christi Florida’s Coordinator, Nancy O’Byrne

Awarded Thomas A. Horkan, Jr. Distinguished Catholic Leader Award
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(Left to Right) David O’Byrne, Bishop Estevez of the Diocese of Saint Augustine, and Nancy O’Byrne
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Presented by the Bishops of Florida… 
To a Catholic Floridian whose life exemplifies gospel values and whose work has influenced the formation of public policies or programs that have enhanced the life of the church, deepened respect for life and increased appreciation for human dignity of the residents of the state. 

Nancy’s acceptance remarks:

“I am deeply honored to receive this award today; and deeply grateful that I belong to a Church that has a long, rich history of Catholic Social Teaching, responding to the Gospel Mandate to stand up for the poor, the lowly, the disenfranchised and marginalized; be it a baby in a Mother's womb; an undocumented worker trying to support his family; a prisoner on death row; or a refugee fleeing from war and oppression. We are all called to raise our voices in support of the dignity of each human person and the care of all God's Creation.”
___________________________________________
PRAYER
Lenten Reflection
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We are complicit in the crucifixion when…
…we fail to make room at the table for all

…we fail to be good stewards of the earth and it’s lavish but limited resources
…we fail to speak truth to power regardless of the cost

…we fail to work to end brutal welfare cuts that punish the poor for their poverty

…we fail to break our silence in the face of continued preparations for nuclear war

…we scapegoat the “strangers” in our midst

…we perpetuate violence in word, thought or deed, rather than absorb it

…we permit corporations to put profits above people
…we fail to respect the dignity and human rights of every person
…we fail to protest state-sponsored executions

…we fail to pray and work for peace through justice

…we fail to be a prophetic voice for the voiceless

…we fail to do the good in front of us

…we fail (add your own)

“Even now,” says our God,
return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
rend your hearts and not your garments.”


Return to the God who made you,

for God is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

- Joel 2:12-13
____________________________________________________
QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Washington's political class is apparently counting on the short memory of the electorate: it is barely a month and a half since we withdrew the last combat forces from Iraq, and already we have incessant agitation over Iran. America's Iraq adventure took seven years, cost 4,500 US military deaths(2) and sent a trillion dollars down the drain. And that one was going to be a cakewalk, remember?
Source:  Iran: War Drums Beating by: Mike Lofgren - Tuesday 7 February 2012 Truthout | News Analysis
____________________________________________________
COST OF THE WAR 

As of February 10, 2012
  

IRAQ
· Total Number of U.S. soldiers killed:                                   4,484 

· Deaths – State of Florida:                                                         196
· Financial Cost to U.S. Taxpayers:                    $800,900,000,000+ 

· Cost of Iraq War to Taxpayers in FL               $  38,000,000,000+  

  AFGHANISTAN
· Total Number of U.S. soldiers killed:                                   1,893
· Deaths – State of Florida:



          122          

· Financial Cost to U.S. Taxpayers:                    $500,000,000,000+ 

· Cost of Afghan War to Taxpayers in FL           $ 23,700,000,000+                      

Source:  National Priorities Project and iCasualties.org. 
____________________________________________________
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PCF Council members visiting with Mary Lea Zamora
(Back row) Nancy O’Byrne, Barbara Richardson, Jim Rucquoi, and David O’Byrne.  
(Front row)  Carol Ann Breyer, Lee Breyer, Adele Azar-Rucquoi, Maureen O’Connell.  
(Forefront) Mary Lea Zamora.

A Message from PCF Coordinator:
Dear Pax Christi Florida Members and Friends,


First of all, we want to welcome two new Local Pax Christi Chapters just starting up:  one in Gainesville and one in Tampa.  It’s great that our membership is growing.  If you happen to live in these areas, be sure to contact either Jade Allen in Gainesville at jadesallen@yahoo.com or Edie Backman at St. Paul Church in Tampa at pilatesctr@msn.com.  They would love to hear from you and have you join in their activities.

Secondly, and unfortunately, there will be another Florida execution on Wednesday, February 15, at 6 p.m.  Robert Waterhouse will be put to death “in our name.”  We ask you to join us at a vigil in your area.  You can find a list of PCF vigils around the state and prayer-study-action resources on our PCF website at http://paxchristiflorida.org.  We must put an end to the death penalty in Florida and we believe it can and will happen; but it will take all of us continuing our efforts.

Finally, we have a relaxing and restorative Retreat coming up the weekend of April 14 & 15 at Dayspring Conference Center in Parrish, FL (near Bradenton) with Sr. Paula Gonzelez, SC, PhD, a nationally-known  environmentalist; a Pre-Retreat presentation on sustainable living by our own John X. and Martina Linnehan; an opportunity to learn more about the benefits of buying local for nutritional and economic reasons; a beautiful pictorial presentation “Our Florida;” and a chance to buy some fresh produce and bring it home with you.  You will be receiving a Retreat brochure in the mail soon along with a new PCF membership brochure.    Join Pax Christi Florida and receive a 10% discount on statewide Retreats and Assemblies.  Please consider becoming a member of Pax Christi Florida so we can continue our important work.






Blessings and “Be Kind to the Earth,”
 





Nancy O’Byrne, PCF Coordinator

Pax Christi Tampa Bay Coordinator, John Stewart,

Featured in Counterpunch Article on NASA Mission
 ”John Stewart of Pax Christi-Tampa Bay maintained before the Curiosity launch: ‘NASA is planning a mission that could endanger not only its future but the state of Florida and beyond. The absurd—and maddening—aspect of this risk is that it is unnecessary. The locomotion for NASA’s Sojourner Mars rover, launched in 1996, and the Spirit and Opportunity Mars rovers, both launched in 2003, was solar powered, with the latter two rovers performing well beyond what their engineers expected. Curiosity’s locomotion could also be solar-powered. NASA admits this in its EIS, but decided to put us all at risk because plutonium-powered batteries last longer and they want to have the ‘flexibility to select the most scientifically interesting location on the surface’ of Mars.’”  Click here to read more.
Prayer Requests
The following Pax Christi members and friends are in need of your prayerful support:
· Mary Lea Zamora, Jacksonville, FL
· Aaron McDonald, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

· Delena Stephens-Bowen, Jacksonville, FL
· Charlie Grunkemeyer, Sarasota, FL
· Ora Turner-Burrell – West Rutland, VT
· Richard Morgan – Palm Beach Gardens, FL
· Jack MacFadyen and family – Boynton Beach, FL (Jack’s brother Walter died recently)
If you know of someone in need of the prayers of our peace community, please feel free to send their name to phyllisjepson@earthlink.net for inclusion in our March/2012 e-newsletter. 

____________________________________________________
PAX CHRISTI USA
Two years after the earthquake, a short report from colleague in Haiti
In the midst of what are always described as seemingly insurmountable circumstances, Pax Christi Port-au-Prince's peace education and community-building work in Cite Soleil continues with each new relationship made, with each conflict positively transformed, and with each young mind made more attuned to the power of active non-violence.  
To read a brief update from Daniel Tillias, Pax Christi Port-au-Prince Program Coordinator, click here.  (Many of Pax Christi Florida members and friends will remember the moving presentation that Daniel made at our assembly in 2010)  And to read PCUSA’s  Jan 13th  e-bulletin, On the Fault Lines of Oppression: New Tremors for Peace in Haiti, click here.

PCUSA Ambassador of Peace, Megan McKenna, Wins Isaac Hecker Award

Pax Christi USA Ambassador of Peace Megan McKenna was honored in January in Boston with the Isaac Hecker Award, presented by the Paulists. At the award reception, it was stated, “Grounded in and informed by the meaning of Scripture, Megan’s writing tackles many of the issues of our day – much like the call of the 99% to reorder priorities, redistribute wealth, and attend to basic human needs. She addresses the ever-widening economic and resource gaps nationally and internationally, the role of women in church and society, and the global challenges for use of our natural resources. She offers a blueprint for contemporary analysis and action for social justice.” Click here to read more.
Nominations Now Being Accepted for PCUSA’s National Council
Pax Christi USA has begun the nominating process for this year's National Council elections. If you would like to nominate someone as a candidate for election to Pax Christi USA's National Council, you can download and fill out the nominations form (see below). The form also includes all the information relevant to the nominations process, including qualifications necessary for nominees. The nomination form is available as both a Microsoft Word document and as a PDF. Forms must be returned by March 5, 2012.
Click here to access the downloadable forms on the PCUSA website.
Recent Resources from PCUSA

Recent PCUSA e-bulletins, special alerts, recent news items and calendar events you may have missed, click here.
____________________________________________________
PAX CHRISTI INTERNATIONAL

PCI Newsletter
Every month Pax Christi International issues a Newsletter, available in English, French and Spanish. This Newsletter contains updates on the activities of the PCI, Member Organisations, and coalitions. The Newsletter contains links to relevant websites, publications as well as a detailed calendar of events.  For Pax Christi International’s latest newsletter, click here.
____________________________________________________
STUDY RESOURCES
Talking About Military Spending and the Pentagon Budget 

Fiscal Year 2013 (and Beyond) 

National Priorities Project and the Project on Defense Alternatives today released a new analysis of U.S. defense budgets -- past, present and future. Talking About Military Spending and the Pentagon Budget looks at many of the current issues relevant to the ongoing debate over the appropriate levels of U.S. military spending.  To download a pdf version of this document, click here.
A Review of The Forgotten Bomb, a film by Bud Ryan and 

Stuart Overbey (available on DVD January 17, 2012) by Art Laffin
When I first saw The Forgotten Bomb, I recalled the following words from Deuteronomy: “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them” (Deut. 5:8-9). This film is a stark reminder of how we, as a people, have betrayed our trust in God and, for sixty-six years, have instead placed our trust in a nuclear idol.
We have, in fact, become a nation that worships the bomb and glorifies war.   To read the full review of this wonderful film, click here.

As BP Profits Gush Skywards, Deal May Be Cut to Allow BP to Avoid Trial
BP returned to profit with a bang in 2011, revealing Tuesday that it made $24 billion last year as the British energy giant prepares for a criminal trial over the US Gulf of Mexico oil spill disaster.

BP's oil gushed unabated for over 3 months in 2010. It is the largest marine oil spill in the history of the petroleum industry. BP lost $4.9 billion in April 2010 when an explosion on the BP-leased Deepwater Horizon rig killed 11 workers, sent millions of barrels of oil into the sea and left the company with huge compensation costs.

The many lawsuits against BP have been consolidated into one and it is scheduled to go to trial in New Orleans later this month. As the February 27 trial date nears the Sarasota (FL) Herald-Tribune reports on BP's lawyers' "hide-and-stall tactics." However, the New Orleans Time-Picayune reports that negotiators for the Obama administration and the gulf states are trying to avoid a trial by reaching a settlement before the trial even begins.  To read the full story plus the two articles  mentioned in paragraph three, click here.
PBS’s "Religion and Ethics" covered CIW’s Fair Food Campaign

This past weekend, the PBS weekly news program "Religion and Ethics" aired an in-depth look at the Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ Campaign for Fair Food and the role of faith in the growing movement for fundamental human rights in the fields. You can also see the 9-minute piece at the PBS website, where they have collected a number of useful links for background to the story. It is a very strong piece.

____________________________________________________
FAITH IN ACTION
Urgent Action Needed on Feb 13!

Florida Impact Needs YOU to make calls on Monday Morning!

HEALTH CARE APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE TO HEAR HB 1401 THIS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13!
Representative Scott Plakon’s companion bill to Senator Ronda Storms is up in the Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee this Monday, February 13 @ 1:45 p.m. HB 1401 would restrict food choice and access for families who receive SNAP (food stamps) and TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) cash assistance benefits in Florida. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW:
1) Contact members of the Health Care Appropriations Subcommittee or the Chair, Matt Hudson (listed on Take Action link below). We ask you to make calls THIS MONDAY BETWEEN 9 A.M. and 12 P.M. If your member is not on the list, PLEASE CALL THE CHAIR (Representative Matt Hudson) BETWEEN 9 A.M. and 12 P.M. Be sure to use the committee members' TALLAHASSEE OFFICES and leave a message if necessary. Urge them to oppose this bill! 

MESSAGE:
“As a constituent in your district, I urge you to oppose House Bill 1401. It creates new hurdles for families already struggling to meet their most basic daily needs. On top of that, the government expansion needed to police these new restrictions would waste more tax dollars that could be going toward making sure low-income families have access to more nutritious food in their neighborhoods. I urge [REPRESENTATIVE] to vote “no” on HB 1401.”

For more detail, you can visit Florida Impact’s TAKE ACTION page.
Amnesty International:  

Stop Florida Execution of Robert Waterhouse
Robert Waterhouse, a 65-year-old man, is scheduled to be executed in Florida on February 15 for a murder committed in January 1980. At the time of his trial, DNA technology did not exist. Mr. Waterhouse maintains his innocence, and sought DNA testing of evidence, but all useful evidence in the case has been destroyed. Call for this death sentence to be commuted.  
Take Action:  Send Gov. Scott a email, click here.
Resources Available from Pax Christi Florida
Death Penalty Prayer-Study-Action Resources and information about Execution Vigils around the state are available on Pax Christi Florida’s Web site, click here.
Coalition of Immokalee Workers Announces Fast for Fair Food

Publix headquarters, March 5-10, 2012

Isaiah 58:6, "Is not this the fast that I have chosen? To loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free..."

Virtually all the major faiths include long-held traditions of fasting as a spiritual discipline, a way to seek the holy amidst the temporal, through sacrifice and prayer. Social movements throughout modern times -- from the women's suffrage movement of the early 1900's to Mahatma Gandhi and his use of non-violent protest to challenge British colonial rule -- have also turned to fasting when other forms of protest have failed to produce change.

US farmworkers in particular have fasted -- including Cesar Chavez's famous fast in 1968, which drew global attention to the plight of California farmworkers -- as a means to underscore the urgent need for more humane labor conditions in the fields.

This coming month, workers from Immokalee -- men and women who put food on tables across the country -- will go without food again, this time to demand that Publix support the fundamental human rights for farmworkers that are taking root today in Florida's fields thanks to the CIW's Fair Food Program.
Take Action:  
Pax Christi Florida invites its members and friends to be in solidarity with our farmworker brothers and sisters by engaging in a fast from March 5-10, 2012 at whatever level you are able.  We also encourage anyone who can to join the CIW at the Publix’s headquarters in Lakeland during this time to do so…local PCF chapters, please remember to bring your Pax Christi banners.  If you are unable to go to Lakeland, you might consider witnessing at a local Publix during this time of fast.  

***  BREAKING NEWS  ***
Trader Joe’s and The Coalition of Immokalee Workers Sign Fair Food Agreement
Monrovia, CA/Immokalee, FL -- Trader Joe’s and the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) announced today that they have signed an agreement that formalizes the ways in which Trader Joe’s will work with the CIW and Florida tomato growers to support the CIW’s Fair Food Program.  To read more, click here.
The CIW thanks the tens of thousands of Fair Food activists around the country who helped make this tremendous step forward possible, especially those who had planned actions in over 40 cities this coming weekend. Naturally, in light of today's great news, the CIW is calling off the actions planned for the new Trader Joe's store in Naples. Similarly, we ask that all other actions planned for this weekend be cancelled, and that organizers and consumers who were planning to attend instead take a moment to congratulate Trader Joe's for having joined the Fair Food Program.

Onward to Publix, and the rest of the supermarket industry…
____________________________________________________
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

February 15

Execution of Robert Waterhouse by the people of the State of Florida
February 22 

Ash Wednesday – beginning of Lent 2012
March 5-10

Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ Fast, Publix Headquarters, Lakeland, FL

April 14-15

Pax Christi Florida’s Annual Retreat, DaySpring, Parrish, FL
____________________________________________________
LIVING SIMPLY, GREEN, AND SUSTAINABLY
Through the Eye of a Needle
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“We are called to be members of a new covenant of love.  Love implies concern for all – especially the poor – and a continued search for those social and economic structures that permit everyone to share in a community that is part of a redeemed creation.”     – Economic Justice for All (USCCB)
This packet is a five-week process focused on affluenza, overconsumption, sweatshops, the environment, and simple living. Suitable for use by small groups as well as individuals, each session contains prayers, reflection questions and action suggestions. Great for introducing social justice issues to your parish or small group especially during the upcoming Lenten season. 

Two-pocket folder with 19 inserts.  $8.00 plus s&h.  To order from PCUSA, click here.

NOTE:  Pax Christi Florida members were some of the principal authors!
____________________________________________________
Pax Christi Florida
http://paxchristiflorida.org 
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Please feel free to share this posting widely – anyone wanting to join PCF’s PSA Network should email Phyllis Jepson at phyllisjepson@earthlink.net.  Please be sure to put “Join PSA Network” in the “Subject” line and include your name, mailing address, phone number and email address in the body of the email - your information will NOT be shared.

Also, contact Phyllis Jepson if you would like to have your email address removed from PCF’s E-network.  Be sure to include “Remove from PSA Network” in the “Subject” line.
Comments related to this e-newsletter should be directed to Pax Christi Florida’s Prayer-Study-Action E-Newsletter coordinator, Phyllis Jepson, at phyllisjepson@earthlink.net. Thank you!
Donations to support the work of Pax Christi Florida
should be made payable and mailed to:
 

Pax Christi Florida
Mercy-on-the-Manatee

505 Palm Avenue

Ellenton, FL 34222

 
To Contact PCF’s Coordinator: 
Nancy O’Byrne

obyrnen@bellsouth.net
 904-461-9216
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