
The American Bishops, in their often quoted 
document, ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR ALL, 
taught that:  The needs of the poor take precedence 
over the rich; the rights of workers over the maxima-
tion of profits; the preservation of the environment 
over uncontrolled industrial expansion; the production 
to meet social needs over the production for military 
purposes. A recent article in National Catholic Re-
porter (12/8/10) warned that our military spend-
ing shapes us and our national budget. “To the 
degree that federal spending is any indication of na-
tional values and priorities, we have lost our way. We 
are out of touch with our civic, human 
and Christian ideals.” 

A few weeks ago, the media in-
formed us that President Eisen-
hower considered his farewell ad-
dress so important that he worked 
on it for the last two years of his 
presidency. His January 1961 words 
bear repeating: We need a jealous pre-
caution by civilian authorities to avoid 
measures which would enable any seg-
ment of this military-industrial complex 
to sharpen the focus of its own power at 
the expense of the sound balance which 
now prevails. War-making creates 
breathtaking economic injustice. It 
has human consequences and moral 
content. At a time when there is little 
money for Medicaid, Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families, 
HEAP, Employment Programs and 
education, our government contin-
ues to spend billions on military hardware. In 
that same speech, Eisenhower warned that 
“American makers of plowshares could, with time and 
as required, make swords as well.” 

It was not only President Eisenhower who was a 
modern-day prophet sounding the alarm, so too 
was President Kennedy in a speech delivered  in 
June of 1963: Today, the expenditure of billions of 
dollars every year on weapons acquired for the purpose 
of making sure we never need them is essential to the 

keeping of peace. But surely the acquisition of such idle 
stockpiles – which can destroy but never create – is not 
the only, much less the most efficient means of assur-
ing peace. I speak of peace, therefore, as the necessary 
rational end of rational men. I realize the pursuit of 
peace is not as dramatic as the pursuit of war, and fre-
quently the words of pursuers fall on deaf ears. But we 
have no more urgent task. 

 NOW SOME  STATISTICS 

As reported in Sojourners magazine, 11/18/10, 
our military spending is more that the next 13 
countries combined. Think of any strong military 

power and it will be included 
in that 13 number. 

For fiscal 2010 the U.S. com-
mitted $167.1 billion for the 
war in Afghanistan which in-
cluded $33 billion in supple-
mental spending (Pax Christi 
USA, 10/10). 

Our military spending is not 
directed at threats we face cur-
rently but goes to expensive 
legacy military platforms and 
weapons programs. This is es-
pecially true of the Navy and 
the Air Force, despite the fact 
that neither Al Qaeda nor the 
Taliban has an air force or a 
navy (Newsweek, 11/22/10). 

As Lockheed Martin puts the 
finishing touches on the last of 
the F 22s for the Defense De-

partment, Air Force officials are dreaming of its 
next “wondercraft” – the F 35 Joint Strike Fighter 
with an estimated cost of $380 billion, making it 
the costliest acquisition in any nation’s history 
(John Barry, author of the above mentioned 
Newsweek article). 

For decades the subject of military expenditures 
has been glaringly absent from public debate. Yet 
the Pentagon budget for 2010 is $693 billion more 
than all other discretionary expenditures com-
bined. American military spending makes up 
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44% of all such military expenditures world-wide 
(National Catholic Reporter 8/6/10). 

In 2010 the U.S. had over 700 military bases in over 
120 countries around the world (Source Watch). 

Our country must get back to basics. In the US our 
military is constitutionally subject to civilian control, 
but at the urging of lobbyists and politicians who sup-
port military expenditures in their districts and states, 
we continue to spend on speculative, unproven and 
sometimes unneeded or obsolete weapons systems. 
This satisfies the desires of generals, admirals, weap-
ons makers and politicians but sucks the life out of our 
schools, medical systems, infrastructure, libraries and 
the arts. 

Is there a new age dawning?  Senator Tom Coburn (R-
OK) is a member of the National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and co-chairs a panel on discretionary 
spending which includes the Department of Defense 
budget. Coburn suggests that our military forces have 
become smaller and less ready for combat despite the 
highest level of Pentagon spending since the end of 
WWII. He suggests freezing the Pentagon budget until 
it can pass an audit. He states that the Pentagon budget 
is a deep, dark mystery; it can’t track its own money; it 
cooks its own books to make them appear in balance 
and then it makes new spending decisions based on 
phony data. Nor can it track its own property, even 
supplies to the troops in Afghanistan (Defense Moni-
tor, April/May/June 2010). And Rep. Barney Frank (D
-Mass) and Rep Ron Paul (R-Texas) have called for 
substantial reductions in the projected level of Ameri-
can military spending (NCR 8/6/10).  Even Secretary 
of Defense, Robert Gates, speaking at the Eisenhower 
Library in Abilene, Kansas said that 9/11 had “opened 
a gusher of defense spending that nearly doubled the 
base budget over the last decade. Military spending on 
things large and small can and should expect closer, 
harsher scrutiny. The gusher should be turned 
off.” (NCR 8/6/10). 

A consensus seems to be forming across party lines, 
ideology and the Department of Defense itself that 
military spending is running wild. Some members of 
Congress are almost sounding like “peaceniks,” using 
their reasoning about curbing military spending so 
there is money available for other necessary items. 
(Recall Eisenhower’s quote from our last issue: Every 
gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, 
signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger 
and are not fed, those who are cold and not clothed. Living 

with a war economy is not a way of life at all, in any true 
sense but is humanity hanging on a cross of iron.) A recent 
report by the Sustainable Defense Task Force, a biparti-
san group from various points on the political, ideo-
logical spectrum, has proposed nearly a trillion dollars 
in military spending cuts in the next ten years. And 
President Obama’s recently appointed Debt Reduction 
Commission identified $100 billion in defense cuts that 
could be made by 2015 (Eugene Robinson, Buffalo 
News 11/21/10). 

AND NOW SOME QUESTONS 

Biblical scholar Marcus Borg, in his 2008 book, GOD 
AND EMPIRE, says that empire building is about the 
use of superior military and political power to shape 
the world in our own interests and to do so as unilater-
ally as possible. Do we need all those bases in order to 
shape the world in our own interest? Do we need all 
those futuristic, sophisticated naval and air weapons to 
shape the world in our own interests? Do we accept 
President’s Kennedy’s conclusion that regarding the 
pursuit of peace, “We have no more urgent task”? Do 
you think President Eisenhower was correct in affirm-
ing that this is a country where the military is sup-
posed to be subject of civilian control? Do you accept 
the American Bishops’ teaching that there should be a 
precedence of production to meet social needs over the 
production for military purposes? 

AND NOW SOME ACTIONS: 

 Reread this article and take time to discuss the is-
sues raised with family and friends. 

 In January, sign up for NETWORK, a Catholic Lob-
bying group founded by religious women . This 
group lobbies for social justice legislation. 

 During the upcoming debate on the federal 
budget, please contact the President and our WNY 
Congressional  delegation . Local phone numbers 
are: Sen. Schumer – 846-4111; Sen. Gillibrand- 854-
9725; Rep. Lee – 634-2324; Rep. Higgins – 852-3501; 
Rep. Slaughter- 853-5813. 

 On the Internet, look up the Buffalo News editorial 
by David Ignatius printed on January 3, 2011. 

 
 

This article was composed by Gloria McLaughlin, edited and approved 
by the Seamless Garment Editorial Board members.  

Comments to Sr. Jeremy: jmidura@stjosephbuffalo.com.  

Thanks to Pastoral Associate Patty Spear for formatting this docu-
ment. 
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